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PROCEEDINGS FOR 1900. xix 

The committee appointed to select the place for the next 
meeting of the Central Division of the Association named the 
University of Illinois, at Champaign, 111. By vote of the 
Association this selection was confirmed. 

19. "The Legends of Cain and his Descendants in Old 
and Middle English Literature." By Professor O. F. Emer- 
son, of the Western Reserve University. 

Starting with the passages in Beowulf referring to Cain (11,107,1261), 
which have been somewhat variously explained, the paper presented an 
extended study of the legends associated with the first murderer and his 
descendants. For this purpose, the first part of the paper was devoted to 
Hebrew traditions which" modify and extend the biblical history before the 
flood. Special attention was called to traditions relating to Cain's birth, 
the quarrel with Abel, the curse and the sign set on Cain, the death of 
Cain, and various classes of his descendants. 

A second part of the study contained numerous quotations from early 
Christian writers, showing that these Hebrew traditions were early adopted 
and utilized by medieval writers, in both explanation and extension of the 
brief account in the Bible. 

By far the larger part of the paper was taken up with the numerous 
allusions to Cain and his descendants in medieval writers, mainly those of 
Old and Middle English times, though with some examples from Old 
Saxon, Old High German, and Old French writings. The allusions in 
English are especially numerous and often need special elucidation, owing 
to their fragmentary character or other obscurity in detail. Especially 
interesting in all periods are the references to the descendents of the first 
murderer, and the writer showed that some previous interpretations were 
to be considerably modified. 

In the discussion of this paper Professor W. E. Mead sug- 
gested a possible connection between the Cain-legend and the 
Devil Parliament in the Romance of Merlin. Professor W. 
T. Hewitt referred to the ' Bad Boy ' in Hans Sachs and else- 
where. The expression ' raising Cain ' was a confirmation, 
Professor Emerson thought, of Professor Hewitt's suggestion. 

The Secretary of the Pedagogical Section of the Association, 
Professor W. E. Mead, of Wesleyan University, presented 
the following report : 



